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INFORMATION DOCUMENT ON THE TRANSDISCIPLINARY PROJECT
‘TOWARDS A CULTURE OF PEACE’

AT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS

SUMMARY

This document provides an account of the consideration of the
Culture of Peace at the United Nations General Assembly since
its fiftieth session as well as at the Economic and Social Council.

1. Resolution 50/173 proposed by the Third Committee of the United Nations General
Assembly under the item ‘Human Rights Questions’ was adopted on 22 December 1995. It
requested the Secretary-General, in consultation with the Director-General of UNESCO, to
report to the General Assembly at its fifty-first session on the progress of educational activities
in the framework of the transdisciplinary project entitled ‘Towards a Culture of Peace’.

2. Accordingly, the Secretary-General presented document A/51/395 of 23 September 1996
to the General Assembly under agenda item 110 (b).

3. Resolution 51/101, entitled ‘Culture of Peace’, tabled by 76 Member States and
proposed by the Third Committee under ‘Human Rights Questions’ was adopted by the
General Assembly on 12 December 1996. It referred to the practical lessons learned from
national culture of peace programmes in several countries and requested the Secretary-
General, in co-ordination with the UNESCO Director-General, to report to the General
Assembly at its fifty-second session on the progress of educational activities within the
framework of the transdisciplinary project entitled ‘Towards a Culture of Peace’, including the
preparation of elements for a draft provisional declaration and programme of action on a
culture of peace. It decided to continue consideration of the question of a culture of peace at
its fifty-second session. The resolution was brought to the attention of the 151st session of the
Executive Board in document 151 EX/43. The text of A/RES/51/101 is attached as Annex I.

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000105875_eng
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4. In response to this resolution, the Director-General sent to the Secretary-General his
contribution to the Secretary-General’s report and submitted it to the UNESCO Executive
Board in document 152 EX/50. The Secretary-General transmitted the report to the General
Assembly as document A/52/292 of 19 September 1997. The text is attached as Annex II.

5. Twelve Member States (Bangladesh, Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, El Salvador, Guinea-
Bissau, Honduras, Namibia, Nicaragua, Panama, Philippines, Senegal and Venezuela), through
their Permanent Representatives to the United Nations, wrote to the Secretary-General on 31
July 1997 asking for the inclusion of a  supplementary item entitled ‘Towards a Culture of
Peace’ in the agenda of the fifty-second session of the General Assembly. On 19 September
1997, on the recommendation of its Second Committee, the General Assembly included in the
agenda of its fifty-second session a separate item (156) entitled ‘Towards a Culture of Peace’.

6. A draft resolution, entitled ‘Culture of Peace’, sponsored by 29 Member States
(Afghanistan, Antigua and Barbuda, Bangladesh, Barbados, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil,
Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Fiji, Guatemala,
Guinea-Bissau, Honduras, Morocco, Namibia, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Senegal,
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Tunisia, Turkey, Uruguay, Venezuela and Zambia) is being submitted to the
General Assembly under agenda item 156 (document A/52/L.4 of 16 October 1997). It
proposes to request the Secretary-General, in co-ordination with the UNESCO
Director-General and taking into account the debate in the General Assembly and the specific
suggestions of Member States, to submit a draft declaration and programme of action on a
Culture of Peace to the General Assembly at its fifty-third session. It also proposes to include
in the provisional agenda of its fifty-third session the item entitled ‘Culture of Peace’. The text
is attached as Annex III.

7. In a related development, the Economic and Social Council at its substantive session on
22 July 1997 adopted resolution E/RES/1997/47 proposed by 40 Member States (Algeria,
Argentina, Bangladesh, Brazil, Cape Verde, Chile, Colombia, Congo, Côte d’Ivoire,
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana,
Guatemala, Guinea, Haiti, Israel, Jamaica, Kenya, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria,
Peru, Senegal, South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United
Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Venezuela, Zambia and Zimbabwe). The resolution
recommends that the General Assembly at its fifty-second session proclaim the year 2000 as
the International Year for the Culture of Peace, with UNESCO as the focal point.

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000108719_eng
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