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Dear Friends,

I wish all of you a good New Year in 2006 with lots of progress toward a culture of peace and
non-violence throughout the world.

Looking back at 2005, I think we can see we are making progress. The Civil Society Report to
the United Nations for the midpoint of the International Decade for a Culture of Peace and
Non-Violence for the Children of the World was filled out by over 700 organizations, with
over  3,000  pages  of  text  and  photos  on  the  Decade  Website  at http://decade-culture-of-
peace.org. All of you who contributed are receiving this bulletin.

Almost all of you reported progress toward a culture of peace and non-violence during the
first  half  of  the  Decade  and  indicated  by  your actions  that  you  expect  to  make  further
progress in the years to come.

Your report was recognized by the United Nations General Assembly, thanks to the efforts of
the  Youth  Advocacy  Team.  In  the  resolution  A/60/3,  the  107  sponsoring  Member  States
commended civil society for its activities for a culture of peace and non-violence and took
note "of the progress achieved by more than seven hundred organizations in more than one
hundred countries."

Where do we go from here?

You are invited to contribute your own ideas on our new website for strategy discussion (see
link on right side of the Decade Website). You may register and log in and put your remarks
on line directly, or you may send them to me and I will put them on line for you.

One important conclusion from last year's report concerns the mass media, which has so far
failed to report on the culture of peace. Therefore, we have set up a monitoring system on the
Internet. You are invited to submit any mass media publications (including Internet news
systems) on the culture of peace so that we can keep track of media coverage (see link on the
Decade Website). As in the case of the strategy discussion, you may register and log in and put
the article on line directly, or you may send it to me and I will put it on line.

In future bulletins, I will summarize the strategy as you develop it, and keep you informed of
media coverage.

I look forward to working with you in 2006 and throughout the rest of the Culture of Peace
Decade.

Peace,

David  Adams 

http://decade-culture-of-peace.org/
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October/November 2005

October/November Bulletin of World Report on the Culture of Peace

Dear Friends,

Good news. The plenary debate of the United Nations on October 20, dedicated to the

International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the

World, has strongly recognized the Civil Society Report to which you contributed.

This success was the result of two works of advocacy with the UN missions by seven

courageous  young  people,  as  described  in  their  report  available  online

at http://decade-culture-of-peace.org/youth.html.  They delivered the Report  directly

to 48 missions and contacted an additional 69 about the Report. The Report was also

made available to the missions at the United Nations during their plenary debate.

A  full  account  of  the  UN  plenary  debate  of  October  20  is  available  online

at http://decade-culture-of-peace.org/undebate/overview.html .  The  following  are

excerpts related to the Civil Society Report:

BANGLADESH: At this mid-point of the Decade, we wish to express our gratitude

to all the actors that have contributed to the promotion of such a culture. We applaud

in this connection the role of UNESCO. Appreciation is also due to other involved

organizations  which  lie  within  and  outside  the  UN  system.  We  are  particularly

thankful to the civil society. These include the NGOs and the young people. Their

enthusiastic support to this cause has made a huge difference. Our special thanks go

to the Fundaci n Cultura de Paz for their commendable work in compiling a report�

on  the  progress  achieved  by  over  700  organizations  from  over  100  countries,

including my own. We urge all of them to continue their good work.

UK (for the EUROPEAN UNION): The European Union pays particular tribute to

"The United Network of Young Peacebuilders", a global network of young people

and youth organisations active in the field of peacebuilding. Their work is an example

to us all, and evidence of the significant role that civil society can play in advancing a

culture of peace. In this regard the European Union welcomes the World Report on

the Culture of Peace prepared by over 700 civil society organisations as an important

contribution to assessing the review of progress made in the last five years.

QATAR: We commend the many young people from different parts of the World

who collectively contributed to the Mid Decade World Civil  Society Report on a

Culture of Peace.

http://decade-culture-of-peace.org/youth.html
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FIJI: This year marks the midpoint for the decade of the Culture of Peace. It is time

to take stock of how much has been achieved, and balanced against the targets that

were established with much hope and aspirations over five years ago. It is true that

when reviewed, a number of aims may not have been realized and it is also true that

in the thinking of  some the United Nations has seemingly reduced its  support  of

certain aspects of the spirit of the Culture of Peace ... While we agree with the general

thrust of the points raised by the Civil Society Report at Midpoint of Culture of Peace

Decade, we must say that one cannot hope to get one's wishes granted too completely.

Further, there are other branches of the UN that are actively pursuing the realization

of particular issues and are not quite ready to present reports.

THAILAND: My delegation wishes to express our appreciation to the civil society

for  engaging  so  actively  in  promoting  the  Decade  and  the  Global  Agenda.  My

delegation  welcomes  the  report  on  the  contributions  by  almost  700  civil  society

organizations from over 100 countries as appeared in the annex of the UNESCO's

report.  We  do  recognize  that  Governments  and  the  civil  society,  including  non-

governmental organizations and the private sector need to continue working closely

together to maintain the momentum of the Decade until its completion in 2010 and, I

would believe, beyond.

The General Assembly then adopted draft resolution A/60/L.5 (which will be given a

final number at a later date), sponsored by 107 countries, including a new paragraph

mentioning the Civil Society Report:

6.  Commends  civil  society,  including  non-governmental  organizations  and  young

people, for their activities in further promoting a culture of peace and non-violence,

including through their campaign to raise awareness on a culture of peace, and takes

note of the progress achieved by more than seven hundred organizations in more than

one hundred countries.

The Ambassador from Bangladesh has now written again to the Secretary-General

requesting that the full 11-page summary of the Civil Society Report be published as

a UN document.

As you know from the previous newsletter, we have opened new Internet Information

Boards for published articles on the culture of peace and for discussion of strategy for

the Decade, and we will continue to send out this monthly bulletin.

Peace,

David Adams


